
Annual 
Creek 

Clean-Up 
2023

Join the effort to keep 
our creeks clean!

Saturday, September 16

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
San Mateo Countywide Water Pollution 
Prevention Program. Prevents pollution  
of local creeks, SF Bay and Pacific Ocean.   
(650) 599-1433 or www.flowstobay.org

Our Water, Our World. Assists managing 
home and garden pests in a safer way.  
www.ourwaterourworld.org

Streamkeepers. Educational resource 
for stream protection, monitoring, and 
restoration. www.streamkeeper.org

San Mateo County Household Hazardous 
Waste Program. Safe disposal of paints, pool 
chemicals, and pesticides. (650) 372-6200 or 
www.smchealth.org/hhw

Yard Waste Composting, San Mateo County. 
(888) 442-2666

Shoreway Environmental Center —  
Transfer Station. Dispose of yard debris,  
tree clippings, and building materials at  
333 Shoreway Road, San Carlos.  
(650) 802-8355 or www.sbrecycling.net/
transfer-station

Other useful websites:  
www.earth911.com 
www.recycleworks.org 
www.smcsustainability.org/waste-reduction
www.cityofsancarlos.org/sustainability

Event Contact
City of San Carlos Public Works 

Phone: (650) 802-4202 
www.cityofsancarlos.org



Strive to Make a Difference — Creek Clean Up 2023

Creek Clean-up Day is a crucial event in the 
City of Good Living. San Carlos creek and 
stream areas are not only important channels 
for rainwater to pass through, they are an 
invaluable natural resource and a habitat for 
many different forms of wildlife, including birds, 
fish, and natural vegetation.

The City of San Carlos invites you to play an 
integral role in preserving and maintaining our 
creek and stream waterways. Proper care and 
maintenance of creek and stream waterways 
helps to:

 Avoid flood damage
 Minimize erosion
 Preserve water quality
 Preserve fish and wildlife
 Minimize creek contamination
 Preserve the natural state of creeks
 Keep San Carlos beautiful!

Regular Maintenance: The City requires that 
property owners maintain sections of the  
creek that pass through their properties.  
This includes maintaining a 25-foot natural 
buffer between the top of the bank and  
any development. Additional information  
on creek maintenance can be found here:  
www.cityofsancarlos.org/creeks

Creek Locations (San Carlos):
The City of San Carlos invites you to participate 
in the clean-up of three creeks: Cordilleras Creek, 
Pulgas Creek, and Brittan Creek. These creeks 
run adjacent to private properties throughout 
the City. The City’s creeks are one of the many 
qualities that contribute to the aesthetic charm 
and brilliance of San Carlos.

How the Event Works:
Clean-Up
On Saturday, September 16, all creek-side 
residents and neighbors are invited and 
encouraged to volunteer to clean up the area 
of the creek that runs adjacent to the property. 
Please clean up any trash, yard clippings or any 
other materials that are not natural or native to 
the creek area.

Creek Clean-up Tips:
 Remove all yard clippings. Yard clippings in the 
creek can lead to erosion and flooding.

 Remove all 
litter and other 
substances not 
native to the 
creek area that are 
obvious pollutants.

 Do not disturb 
the natural 
creek habitat 
and inhabitants. 
In cases where 
large woody material is causing rapid bank 
erosion by redirecting stream flow, or creating 
a flood hazard on the property, modification 
or removal of this material may be warranted. 
Please contact the California Department of 
Fish and Game at (707) 428-2002 for advice and 
information at least two weeks in advance of 
the start of your work.

 For your own safety, wear gloves, closed toe 
shoes and protective clothing.

 Do not touch any animals, dead or alive, or 
attempt to move any injured animals. Please 
contact the Humane Society at (650) 340-7022 
to report any animals that are in need of aid.

 Please be certain that any children participating 
in the clean-up are supervised by an adult at 
all times.

 Do not attempt to alter the topography of the 
streambed or stream banks.

 Please recycle any cans, glass or plastic bottles 
that are found during the clean-up.

Thank you for your participation!

Pick-Up
On Monday, September 18,  
City crews will pick up items 
removed from the creek areas. 

Place all items removed 
from the creek area in 
garbage bags and place 
them at the curb in  
front of the creek-side 
residence no later  
than 8:00 a.m. on Monday.

Please call (650) 802-4140 and 
leave a message to be placed on 
the pick-up list. 
Please include your name and 
address in the message.


